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which all the rude eloquence of celebrated and pow-
erful preachers. Baptist, Methodist, and of other
sects, was poured out on excited congregations.
There were " protracted meetings," or campaigns of
prayer and exhortation, lasting often a fortnight,
at which all the resources of popular theology were
employed to awaken and maintain their audiences
in a state of frenzy and religious delirium, during
which conviction of sin was supposed to enter the
heart more effectually. The tortures of hell alter-
nated with the delights of heaven, in imagery cal-
culated to drive the timid and conscientious young
folks to insanity, at these meetings, to which, once
awakened, the subject of conviction went three
times a day, until the hysteria, the prolonged excite-
ment so produced, came as a sign of acceptance.
As each new convert rose on the " anxious seat,"1
where he or she went when the first feeling of con-
viction came, and afterwards made the declaration
of salvation found, the shouts and cries of " Glory
to God," the sobbing and groans of the congrega-
tion were redoubled, and the exhortations of the
preacher renewed, to the still unconvicted to come
forward to the anxious seat where they would be-
come subject to the concentrated and personal prayers
of the whole assembly. These meetings were the
substitutes for all other social diversions or emo-
tions. There was a revival preacher by the name
of Knapp, whose lurid eloquence in this vein made
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